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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lDjcDxFqEc


Why Choose
Kyrene de la mirada 

leadership academy?



Why do you love Mirada?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-w1ZoCrAUno


PTO



Inspiring Academic Excellence,

While Celebrating Strengths,

Developing Leaders, and

Honoring Diversity



ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
● State Letter Grade = A 
● Top 10% in State (AASA Scores - Arizona academic 

standards assessment)
● High Percentage Growth of On Track Learners 

(K5 Academic interventionist)
● A+ sCHOOL OF eXCELLENCE since 2019
● Teachers’ Intensity, Creativeness, Enthusiasm, & 

Passion
● Project Based Learning
● Inquiry Based Learning-makerspace
● Room Transformations
● Social Emotional Learning Lessons & Counseling 

Services



CELEBRATING STRENGTHS
● MML (MIRADA MONARCH LEADERSHIP) AWARDS 
● VICTORY WALL
● LEADING WITH HEART & COURAGE WALL
● KIND KID AWARD
● CAUGHT LEADING WITH HEART & COURAGE slips



● 8 HABITS OF HAPPY KIDS
● LEADER IN ME PROGRAM
● LIGHTHOUSE SCHOOL
● LEADERSHIP CLUBS
● STUDENT LEADERSHIP LOUNGE
● STUDENT LEADERSHIP DAYS
● COMPASSION PROJECTS
● STUDENT LEADERSHIP (DATA) NOTEBOOKS
● W.I.G.S. (WILDLY IMPORTANT GOALS)

DEVELOPING LEADERS



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vBUnfUaEGY


● MINDFULNESS
● SENSORY ROOM
● SELF-CONTAINED GIFTED CLASSROOMS
● CROSS-CATEGORICAL DEVELOPMENTAL CLASSROOMS
● STUDENT EMPOWERMENT

HONORING DIVERSITY



● Makerspace room
● Outdoor learning environments
● Project based learning
● Leadership program

Added school 
experiences



What are the 
8 habits?

Why do we 
teach the 8 

Habits?



The 8 habits of happy kids 
01

“Be Proactive”  You 
are in charge of you

03
“Put First Things 

First” Do the 
important things first

05
“Seek First to Understand, 

Then to be Understood” 
Listen first, then talk

02
“Begin with the End in 

Mind” Know what you want 
to do, before you do it

04
“Think Win-Win” Find 
ways where everyone 

wins

06
“Synergize” Work 

together to do better07
“Sharpen the Saw” Take care 
of yourself and help others

08
“Find Your Voice” Discover 

your talents and inspire



Any Questions 
pertaining to the 

whole group?



Ms. Jen
Integrated Preschool 

Ms. Leonie
Leader in Me Preschool

Mirada’s Preschool Team



Leader in Me 
Integration in all Preschool 

Classrooms
● Stories from Sean Covey’s The 7 Habits 

of Happy Kids will be read to introduce 
students to leadership skills.

● The 7 Habits of Happy Kids will be 
reinforced through.
○ Activities & Projects
○ Classroom Conversations
○ Leadership Roles
○ Class Mission Statements



● We have a daily review of the 7 Habits.

● Students will keep Leadership notebooks with daily 
data, work samples, and weekly journal entries.

● The Maker Space will allow for design thinking 
challenges that will encourage students to take 
risks and explore their ideas.

Leader in me Preschool 
Extensions



Leader in Me Leadership Notebook Data

Myself

My Data

My Writing

My Progress



Leader In Me Preschool 
Hours

Before Care: 7:00am-8:00am 

Half Day: 8:00am - 11:30am

Full Day: 8:00am - 2:45pm



Integrated Preschool



● Teacher-Dual Certified in Early Childhood & Special Education
● Provides general education and special education services
● Encourages compassion, empathy, and acceptance of diversity
● Related Service Providers work to meet the individual needs of students

○ Speech Language Pathologist (1 day per week)
○ Occupational Therapist
○ Physical Therapist
○ Hearing Teacher
○ Vision Teacher

Integrated Preschool



A peek into 
integrated preschool



4 Days per week (M, T, Th, F)-Aligned with Elementary hours

AM Session:  7:25 am to 10:25 

PM Session:  11:15 am to 2:15 pm

        

Integrated Preschool 
Hours



integrated
● Taught by a teacher Dual Certified in 

Early Childhood and Special 
Education 

● 1 to 5 ratio (Max class size 16)
● Assessments-(ongoing)

Report Cards 
○ All Students (2 times per year)
○ Similar to Kindergarten Report Card

Teaching Strategies Gold Assessment 
○ All Students (3 times per year)
○ Aligns with our Creative Curriculum

Parent Teacher Conferences
○  (Fall/Spring)

● Handwriting Without Tears
● Related Service Providers

○ Speech Language Pathologist (1 day per week)
○ Occupational Therapist
○ Physical Therapist
○ Hearing Teacher
○ Vision Teacher

leader in me 
● Preschool Staff receives a 

minimum of 18+ training hours 
per school year.

● 1 to 13 ratio (Max class size 26)
○  Morning Ratio-1 to 6.5

● Assessments-(monthly)
○ TSG Reports Available (Fall/Spring)

● Parent-Teacher Conference
○ By Request Only

Similarities
● Open to children ages 3-5, both typically 

developing and students  with 
developmental delays

● Two highly trained Instructional Assistants  
● Ongoing Assessments-TSG
● Arizona Early Learning Standards Guide our 

lessons
● Creative Curriculum

○ Play-Based Learning Curriculum
○ Fosters Creativity
○ Encourages students to become 

independent, self-confident, 
inquisitive learners, by actively 
exploring their environment.

● Sanford Harmony 
○ Social Emotional Learning

Mirada Preschool Programs



Preschool Registration 
OpenED: January 9th

We encourage everyone who is interested to register as early as possible,  
programs fill up fast!

Leader in Me Preschool Integrated Preschool



Mirada’s Kindergarten Team

Mrs. Kowalski
Mrs. Huff
Mrs. Williams
Ms. Saphia



What is kindergarten readiness?

Kindergarten readiness is a combination of 
academic, emotional, motor and behavioral       
skills that allow a child to be successful in a 
classroom setting.



Why is kindergarten readiness 
important?

1. Kyrene kindergarten is challenging and 
rigorous.

2. Reading, writing and computation are 
important components in the curriculum.

3. It is necessary for success from the start.



Integrated Learning:  Inquiring Minds want to know!

Language Arts: Core Knowledge Curriculum

Math: i-Ready Math, provides online programs for kids to use 
at home.

Science, Social Studies, Technology, Health, Social 
Emotional Learning, and Project Based Learning



Kindergarten Classroom Extras:

❏ Social Emotional Learning/ Practicing Mindfulness
❏ Community Service Projects (Sunrise Retirement Community)
❏ Leadership Roles within classroom and as a school
❏ Utilize outdoor learning spaces
❏ Library, Art, Music, PE, Computer Lab
❏ One to one computers
❏ Leadership Notebooks/ Goal Tracking
❏ Field Trip



Language Arts/writing:
● Segmenting phonemes
● Letter and Sounds Identification
● Blending sounds to read
● Identifying Story Elements in read alouds
● Reading Tricky Words
● Writing to tell a story
● Thinking Maps



Math:
● Number Identification
● One to one counting
● Counting on from given numbers
● Problem Solving
● 2D and 3D shapes
● Math Vocabulary
● Adding and subtracting within 5 and 10



Differentiated Learning: Interventions
Students are consistently monitored throughout the school year.  

Students who are not meeting goals are provided with interventions, 
some examples are listed below:

● Small group instruction
● K-5 pull out with reading assistants
● One on one support (in classroom)
● Suggestions on how to help at home
● Online activities provided within our curriculum resources 



Differentiated Learning: Above Benchmark
Students who are working above grade level are also provided with 

some differentiated work:

● Higher leveled readers
● Deeper level comprehension questions
● Online interventions that track and provide problems at their 

level
● Small group support



Kindergarten Leadership Notebooks 
and Data Tracking

● Each Kindergartener has a leadership notebook
● Within the notebooks we track our behavior, 

attendance, and WIG (wildly important goals).
● Student writing, math and reading data samples 

are kept in one place
● Celebrations
● Leadership Notebooks are sent home at the end 

of the school year!



Leadership Notebook ‘Myself’:



Leadership Notebook Continued:  ‘Data Tracking’



Our KINDERGARTEN 
ComPASSION Project



Spreading Joy at Sunrise Retirement Community!



Room Transformations

Farm and Kings 
and Queens Unit 

of Study



What can you do now to prepare 
your child for Kindergarten?

1. Enroll your child at Mirada! 
2. Read with your child each night!  Ask them questions about what 

you read.
3. Don’t be afraid to give your child pencils, crayons, scissors and 

markers.
4. Have them practice writing their name.



Take a look inside one of our 
Kindergarten Classrooms!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/14ddKws2r52elaAR78ilpMg3IMUCmvrkU/preview


Welcome to Mirada 
Leadership Academy

Preschool/Kindergarten Informational Meeting

Rising together. 

Stronger than ever.

School Starts: Wednesday, July 24, 2024

Hours: 7:25 am -2:15 pm 

Wed. 7:25 am -12:15 pm



                     
● What are kindergarten Class sizes?
● How much time does my child have for Lunch?
● Are there opportunities for Parent Involvement?
● How is discipline handled?
● What if I think my child is gifted?
● Is there a form to fill out regarding how my child 

learns best?

 Frequently Asked 
Questions?



Registration 
is open now!



Questions



Kindergarten Signing Day - 
feel free to take a 

picture.


